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THE PERSONAL INJURY LAW UPDATE
$500,000 FOR INJURED 
MOTORCYCLIST

A happy client poses with his new bike, reminiscent of his 
accident claim handled  by Petrillo & Goldberg. 

“I have to admit,” said manag-
ing partner Steven M. Petrillo, Esq., 
“we have a special heart for motor-
cycle cases.” Petrillo’s sole mode of 
transportation at Dartmouth College 
in New Hampshire and during law 
school in Boston was via motorcycle. 

“It was COLD, but I loved it!”
“But more importantly,” he contin-

ued, “we’ve gained the special per-
spective necessary to represent in-
jured motorcyclists. Our experience 
has shown that, contrary to public 
opinion, motorcyclists are more care-
ful on the road than automobile driv-
ers.”

 “They have to be. They’re much 
more vulnerable,” added Petrillo.

“Automobile drivers are prone to 
distraction. They’re texting, talk-
ing on cell phones and generally not 
looking out for smaller vehicles such 
as motorcycles,” he stated. “And 
when a motorcyclist goes down, the 
damages are usually significant.”

Certified Civil Trial Attorney Scott 
Goldberg agreed. “There are two sig-
nificant issues we face in every motor-
cycle case. First, did they have health 
insurance for their medical bills; and 
second, did they carry Underinsured 
Motorist (UIM) Coverage?” 

“Motorcyclists can’t access PIP for 
bills. So, if they don’t have health in-
surance, the medical bills generally 

Thanks for the name-calling.
“The thing I treasure most about these 

honors is that we were selected by our 
peers, other attorneys, for them,” com-
mented Scott M. Goldberg, Esq., after 
Petrillo and Goldberg received “Awesome 
Attorneys” accolades three years running 
by South Jersey Magazine.

“Our team approach has been recog-
nized throughout South Jersey and Phila-
delphia by over 20 different law firms that 
refer to us their personal injury and work-
ers’ compensation clients.” Goldberg add-
ed, “We take this recognition to heart and 
work hard to continue to gain the respect 
and trust of our peers.”

Certified Civil Trial Attorney Scott M. Goldberg, 
Esq., recently confirmed a $325,000 settlement for 
a trip and fall victim whose initial ankle sprain de-
veloped into RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy 
Syndrome).

“We had reservations about this case when it ini-
tially came in,” said Goldberg. “The property defect 
(a concrete height disparity) was quite small, and 
the initial injury was only a sprained ankle. Then 
things began to change,” he added.

Petrillo & Goldberg Law hired a safety engineer-
ing expert who opined that the defect, though 
small, was hazardous to unsuspecting patrons. 
And the client began experiencing a heightened 
neurologically based pain syndrome diagnosed as 
RSD, now known as Complex Regional Pain Syn-
drome. 

“As you might imagine, this was a hard fought and 
lengthy case,” said Goldberg. “The defense vigor-
ously contested the allegation of a hazardous prop-
erty defect and that our client actually had RSD.” 

The case settled on the eve of trial in the amount 
of $325,000.

$325,000 FOR TRIP AND FALL 
ANKLE SPRAIN – TURNED RSD

continued on page 2
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This
could
have
been a 
really
sad
story.

“
      

            ,,

 $250,000 FOR DRUNK DRIVING VICTIM

Vehicular damage photos taken during the 
investigative stage of this claim. 

The lawyers at Petrillo and  
Goldberg strive to provide 

professional, aggressive, and 
conscientious representation 

to our clients who suffer 
serious injuries at work or 
when caused by another’s 

negligence. All of our clients 
are worthy of the hard work 

and competence that our 
litigation team brings to each 

and every case we handle. 

our Philosophy
overshadow available liability coverage from 
the driver responsible for the accident.”

“And, if the driver responsible for the acci-
dent doesn’t have significant liability coverage 
in light of the significant injuries that are usu-
ally involved in motorcycle claims, we check 
to see if the injured rider had UIM coverage 
sufficient to cover for the loss,” he explained.

“In our recent case, we got lucky,” said 
Petrillo. “The responsible driver had a 
$250,000 liability policy. Also, he was driv-
ing a car owned by another, enabling us to ac-
cess an additional policy with $250,000. That 
meant double the coverage.”

Petrillo’s best advice for New Jersey Motor-
cyclists? “Before you put the helmet on, pur-
chase a policy of medical insurance. And talk 
to the agent writing your motorcycle insur-
ance. Tell him you want a policy with SINGLE 
LIMIT UIM OF $500,000. It’s much less ex-
pensive than you’d even think. And it will pro-
tect you and your family members in the event 
of an accident.” 

MOTORCYCLE CASE 
continued from front page 

Petrillo and Goldberg Law recently settled a 
claim for uninsured motorist benefits for a drunk 
driving victim. “We were extremely pleased with 
the result,” said Certified Civil Trial Attorney Scott 
M. Goldberg, Esq. “This could have been a really 
sad story.”

As is not unusual, the drunk driver had no insur-
ance or assets answerable for the client’s injuries. 
“Accordingly, we were required to investigate our 
client’s right to recover what is known as Unin-
sured Motorist Coverage,” added the firm’s man-
aging partner, Steven M. Petrillo, Esq.

“The good thing about Uninsured Motorist Cov-
erage is you can buy it yourself to protect you and 
your family members in the event of an accident 
caused by an uninsured or underinsured driver,” 
said Petrillo. “The bad thing about Uninsured or 
Underinsured Coverage is that very few folks know 
about it and purchase it.” 

“Talk to your agent or insurer,” advised Gold-
berg. “Make sure you have sufficient Uninsured 
and Underinsured benefits to protect you and your 
family members in the event of a serious accident 
caused by an uninsured or underinsured drunk or 
negligent driver,” he added. 
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Petrillo & Goldberg Law was the 
subject of a recent South Jersey 
Magazine “Business Spotlight” 
publication, where the attorneys 
discuss what their team-based 
approach to handling each case 
entails, as well as what it’s like to 
be a small South Jersey law firm 
that’s not hesitant to take on big-
name insurance companies and 
corporate entities to fight for 
their clients’ rights. 

 petrilloandgoldberg.com 
Read the whole story online at

Scott D. Schulman, Esq., a part-
ner in the law firm of Petrillo & 
Goldberg, and widely recognized 
as one of the fiercest petition-
ers’ workers’ compensation at-
torneys in South Jersey, recently 
announced a workers’ compensa-
tion judgment in the amount of 
$135,946.09 for a municipal pub-
lic works employee who suffered 
a low back injury from repetitive 
lifting during the course of his 
working duties. 
“This was, and continues to be, 

a long and hard fought battle,” 
commented Schulman. 
The case required 18 hearings 

and the trial level judge found 
fully in favor of the employee. It 
is presently on appeal.

“This case has far reaching im-
plications,” noted Schulman. 
“Most people don’t relate repeti-
tive activities to constitute a valid 
workers’ compensation claim,” he 
explained.
“However, there is a provision 

in our workers’ compensation 
law which recognizes what the 
law terms ‘occupational expo-
sure’ claims. This means that an 
employee who suffers injury be-
cause he or she is required to per-
form the same activity over and 
over has a compensable workers’ 
compensation claim,” Schulman 
stated. “We see this type of claim 
more frequently with carpel tun-
nel syndrome caused by excessive 
use of the hands. However, the 

same principle can and should 
apply to repetitive lifting causing 
an injury,” Schulman stated.
Schulman encouraged anyone 

with a significant injury caused 
by repetitive work activities to 
contact him at Petrillo & Gold-
berg Law to determine if they 
have a valid permanency claim 
for occupational exposure under 
workers’ compensation law.

$135,946.09 for “Repetitive Lifting” by Municipal Public Works Employee

HURT AT WORK?  
we’re here to help
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Great strength in times of great need. 

PG PETRILLO&GOLDBERGLAW

The lawyers at Petrillo and Goldberg want you to call us if you’re ever injured in an accident or at work. We want to be your 
law firm. If you have a legal matter that needs attention, please contact us. If we cannot handle your case, we will refer you to a 

competent firm that can. Please feel free to refer to us to your family, friends  and neighbors for their personal injury or workers’ 
compensation legal needs. We welcome the opportunity to help you. 

The Cooper River Law Building
6951 North Park Drive, Pennsauken, NJ 08109
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